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Issues

• Trump is Back… 
• AND: Wars in Afghanistan and Ukraine

• Climate Change and Population 
• War and War Crimes

• Affirmative Action
• Health care
• Religious liberty

• Environmental justice
• Animal ethics
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Ethics Center Updates

• December 10, 9:30AM – Noon
• The Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples
• Table Mountain Reading Room in the Fresno State Library
• FEATURED SPEAKERS:
• Willie J. Carrillo, Joannie Suina Romero, Joshua Lanakila Mangauil, 

Audrey M. Osborne, Radley Davis, Roman Rain Tree, Dr. Kenneth 
Hanson
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Trump is Back
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-ignores-gop-rivals-desantis-stolen-election-claims-2024-presidential-
announcement-speech

• “America's comeback starts right now," 
Trump told an enthusiastic crowd.

• "In order to make America great and 
glorious again, I am announcing tonight 
my candidacy for president of the United 
States," Trump said. 
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BUT…How can Trump run for President again, 
if Biden was not actually elected?

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/us-election-risk-index/all-election-
denier-officials/?leadSource=uverify%20wall
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Democratic Legitimacy:
A shared system where “losers” remain committed to the 
process

• Does the system generate 
decisions that can be justified as 
binding on the grounds that 
those subject to them can also 
understand themselves as their 
authors?

• Brian Milstein, “Justification 
Crisis: Brexit, Trump, and 
Deliberative Breakdown” Political 
Theory 2021, Vol. 49(4) 554–583.
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Democratic Legitimacy:
A shared system where “losers” remain committed to the 
process

• Justification crisis:
• A situation in which one or more 

such components break down, 
resulting in a situation whereby a 
citizenry cannot make justificatory 
sense of its own ostensibly 
democratic decisions. 

• Brian Milstein, “Justification Crisis: 
Brexit, Trump, and Deliberative 
Breakdown” Political Theory 2021, Vol. 
49(4) 554–583.
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Nov 15: Day of 8 Billion People
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/november-2022/un-secretary-general%E2%80%99s-statement-
world-population-hits-8-billion

• Billions of people are struggling; hundreds of millions are facing hunger and even famine. 
Record numbers are on the move seeking opportunities and relief from debt and hardship, 
wars and climate disasters. 

• Unless we bridge the yawning chasm between the global haves and have-nots, we are 
setting ourselves up for an 8-billion-strong world filled with tensions and mistrust, crisis and 
conflict.    
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Fiala on religion, non-religion and the population Bomb
OnlySky, November 16, 2022
https://onlysky.media/afiala/could-the-rise-of-the-nonreligious-defuse-the-population-bomb/

• There are a variety of contributing causes to the explosion of 
human population during the past few centuries, the most 
obvious being the Industrial Revolution, the Green 
Revolution in agriculture, and related revolutions in 
medicine and healthcare. These innovations have made it 
possible to produce more children who survive long enough 
to produce more children of their own.
• But reproduction is not merely a biological fact. It is also 

influenced by cultural, social, and psychological factors. The 
problem is that the new technologies of modernity arrived 
in a world that is structured by pre-modern worldviews that 
are pro-natal. Pro-natal ideologies worked well enough in 
previous millennia when child mortality and death were 
more common. But as we’ve developed better medicine and 
agriculture, pro-natal ideas no longer make sense.
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Fiala on religion, non-religion and the population Bomb
OnlySky, November 16, 2022
https://onlysky.media/afiala/could-the-rise-of-the-nonreligious-defuse-the-population-bomb/

• The most obvious sources of pro-natal ideology are 
religious. Let’s put this bluntly: Religious people 
have more babies. This is especially true for 
orthodox or fundamentalist versions of religion, 
which tend to have a pro-natal ideology.
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Fiala on religion, non-religion and the population Bomb
OnlySky, November 16, 2022
https://onlysky.media/afiala/could-the-rise-of-the-nonreligious-defuse-the-population-bomb/

• Lyman Stone at Institute for 
Family Studies 

• Nonreligious women have fewer 
children and that conservative 
religious women tend to have 
more children than women who 
are members of more liberal 
faiths.

https://ifstudies.org/blog/americas-growing-
religious-secular-fertility-divide
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Fiala on religion and ”The Population Bomb”
OnlySky, November 16, 2022
https://onlysky.media/afiala/could-the-rise-of-the-nonreligious-defuse-the-population-bomb/

• The empowerment of women is key to addressing the ecological crisis 
and the population boom. Women with education, contraception, and 
meaningful careers tend to have fewer children. Traditional patriarchal 
religious beliefs tend to keep women subordinated and confined to 
domestic life. That’s why liberating religion from patriarchy may be 
one way to slow population growth.
• Among the most important factors here is the liberation of sexuality 

from reproduction. The human sex drive is powerful. But religions 
that are opposed to contraception actively refuse to restrain 
reproduction.
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Nov 15: Day of 8 Billion People
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/november-2022/un-secretary-general%E2%80%99s-statement-
world-population-hits-8-billion

• The facts speak for themselves. A handful of billionaires control as much 
wealth as the poorest half of the world. The top one percent globally 
pocket one fifth of the world’s income, while people in the richest 
countries can expect to live up to 30 years longer than those in the poorest. 
As the world has grown richer and healthier in recent decades, these 
inequalities have grown too. 
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Nov 15: Day of 8 Billion People
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/november-2022/un-secretary-general%E2%80%99s-statement-
world-population-hits-8-billion

• We are heading straight for climate catastrophe, while emissions and 
temperatures continue to rise. Floods, storms and droughts are devastating 
countries that contributed almost nothing to global heating.

• Anger and resentment against developed countries are reaching breaking 
points.
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Inequalities in carbon footprints
https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/file_attachments/mb-extreme-carbon-inequality-021215-
en.pdf
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Climate Justice = Environmental Justice and 
Climate Change
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Climate Change
2021 Poll on Climate Change (UN data, as 
reported in The Guardian)

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/27/un-
global-climate-poll-peoples-voice-is-clear-they-want-action

Do we really disagree any longer about 
climate change?

Why then is it difficult to act?

Whose interests are being served by 
non-action?

What institutional frameworks block a 
solution?
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UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres Comments at COP27 Climate 
Summit, Nov. 7, 2022
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2022-11-07/secretary-generals-remarks-high-level-opening-of-cop27-
delivered-scroll-down-for-all-english-version

• In just days, our planet’s population will cross a new 
threshold. The 8 billionth member of our human family 
will be born. This milestone puts into perspective what 
this climate conference is all about. 
• How will we answer when “Baby 8 Billion” is old 

enough to ask: What did you do for our world – and 
for our planet -- when you had the chance?

• And the clock is ticking. We are in the fight of our 
lives. And we are losing. Greenhouse gas emissions 
keep growing. Global temperatures keep rising. And 
our planet is fast approaching tipping points that will 
make climate chaos irreversible.
• We are on a highway to climate hell with our foot still 

on the accelerator. 
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UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres Comments at COP27 Climate 
Summit, Nov. 7, 2022
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2022-11-07/secretary-generals-remarks-high-level-opening-of-cop27-
delivered-scroll-down-for-all-english-version

• Human activity is the cause of the climate 
problem. So human action must be the solution.

• The science is clear: any hope of limiting 
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees means achieving 
global net zero emissions by 2050. 
• But that 1.5 degree goal is on life support – and 

the machines are rattling. We are getting 
dangerously close to the point of no return.
• And to avoid that dire fate, all G20 countries 

must accelerate their transition now – in this 
decade. 
• Developed countries must take the lead.
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Climate Change News Nov 8, 2022
https://climate.nasa.gov/

The planet's average surface temperature has risen about 2 degrees 
Fahrenheit (1 degrees Celsius) since the late 19th century, a change driven 
largely by increased carbon dioxide emissions into the atmosphere and other 
human activities. Most of the warming occurred in the past 40 years, with the 
seven most recent years being the warmest. The years 2016 and 2020 are tied 
for the warmest year on record.
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2022 Climate Disasters
• Heat wave and drought in Europe and UK

• Flooding in Pakistan

• Western U.S. Drought
• Colorado River drying up

• Hurricanes and Typhoons (Ian in Florida)

• World rocked by 29 billion-dollar weather 
disasters in 2022
• Florida’s Hurricane Ian, a $20 billion drought 

and heat wave in Europe, and deadly floods in 
Pakistan are among the catastrophes so far this 
year.

• https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2022/10/world-rocked-by-
29-billion-dollar-weather-disasters-in-2022/
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https://climate.nasa.gov/system/content_pages/main_images/1_greenhouse_effect_rev_5-22-19.gif
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Declining Arctic Sea Ice (Oct 2022)
https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/155/video-annual-arctic-sea-ice-minimum-1979-2022-
with-area-graph/
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IPCC Report Feb.2022
• The world faces unavoidable multiple climate hazards over the next 

two decades with global warming of 1.5°C (2.7°F). Even temporarily 
exceeding this warming level will result in additional severe impacts, 
some of which will be irreversible. Risks for society will increase, 
including to infrastructure and low-lying coastal settlements.
• The report clearly states Climate Resilient Development is already 

challenging at current warming levels. It will become more limited if 
global warming exceeds 1.5°C (2.7°F). In some regions it will be 
impossible if global warming exceeds 2°C (3.6°F). This key finding 
underlines the urgency for climate action, focusing on equity and 
justice.

• https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/resources/press/press-
release/#:~:text=The%20report%20clearly%20states%20Climate,C%20(3.6%C2%B0F). 
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Climate Crisis as legitimation crisis?
Ryan Cooper in The Week, August 2021 
https://theweek.com/politics/1003559/climate-change-could-break-americas-constitutional-order

• American government is heading for a climate-induced legitimacy crisis
• Revolutions happen when a political system fails to address huge, obvious 

problems

• There is no sign that the American political system is taking this threat at all 
seriously. It raises the question of whether climate change will be the thing 
that finally topples the already creaking American constitutional system.

• I find it very hard to imagine conditions getting so bad in the U.S. that 
people rise up and overthrow the basic structure of government. But I also 
suspect that few have really reckoned with how the coming years are going 
to inflame unrest and discredit the status quo.
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Trump is Back… and Wars in Afghanistan and 
Ukraine
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-ignores-gop-rivals-desantis-stolen-election-claims-2024-presidential-announcement-
speech

• Trump slammed Biden on his withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, alleging that the current president made the 
U.S. a "laughingstock." He also attacked Biden for the 
United States' assistance to Ukraine in its war against 
Russia.
• "Perhaps the most embarrassing moment in the history 

of our country," Trump said, referring to Afghanistan. "We 
lost lives, left Americans behind and surrendered $85 
billion of the finest military equipment anywhere in the 
world.
• "Unlike Biden possibly getting us into World War III, 

which can seriously happen," Trump continued, "I will 
keep America out of foolish and unnecessary foreign 
wars."
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Continuum of Justification

Pacifism
War is Never 

Justified

Just War
War is 

justified but 
there are 

moral limits 

Realism
Moral 

justification 
does not 

apply to war

28
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Just War Theory
• Jus ad bellum
• Just Cause
• Legitimate Authority
• Proportionality
• Last Resort

• Jus in bello
• Proportionality
• Discrimination
• Nothing evil in itself

29

Fiala on Political Violence
Fresno Bee, November 6, 2022
• Political violence does not work. And yet some people think it does. 

Some political violence is the result of delusional people on a 
rampage. But many sane people still believe in its efficacy. 

• Things are more complicated in the case of wars and revolutions.  But 
again, these things rarely work out as planned.  The 20-year war in 
Afghanistan reminds us of that.  Violence and war are unpredictable.  
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Costs of War against Terrorism (post 9/11/01) 
(as of October 2022)
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/

• Over 929,000 people have died due to direct war violence, and 
several times as many indirectly
• Over 363,000 civilians have been killed as a result of the fighting
• Over 7,000 US soldiers have died in the wars.
• 38 million — the number of war refugees and displaced persons
• The US federal price tag for the post-9/11 wars is over $8 trillion
• The US government is conducting counterterror activities in 85 

countries
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U.S. Withdrawal from Afghanistan: 2020-21
• Feb. 2020: Trump signs deal with Taliban for conditional withdrawal
• 2020 à January 2021: Trump withdraws troops
• à September 2021: Biden supervises final withdrawal

• August-September 2021
• 13 U.S. Troops killed
• Hundreds of civilians killed

• Result
• Taliban remain in charge… and instability remains

• The United Nations reported that Taliban forces were responsible for nearly 40 percent of 
civilian deaths and injuries in the first six months of 2021, although many incidents were 
unclaimed. Women and children comprised nearly half of all civilian casualties. Attacks by 
the ISKP [= The Islamic State in Afghanistan] included assassinations and a number of 
deadly bombings.
• Human Rights Watch (2022), https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/afghanistan. 
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Acting Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller on 
Afghanistan Withdrawal, November 17, 2020
https://www.defense.gov/News/Speeches/Speech/Article/2418226/acting-secretary-miller-
announcement-on-afghanistan-and-iraq-troop-levels/

• Good afternoon. I’m Chris Miller, Acting Secretary of 
Defense, and I am here today to update you on 
President Trump’s plan to bring the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq to a successful and responsible 
conclusion, and to bring our brave Service members 
home.

• I am formally announcing that we will implement 
President Trump’s orders to continue our 
repositioning of forces from those two countries.
• By January 15, 2021, our force size in Afghanistan 

will be 2,500 troops.
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War in Ukraine (through Oct 2022)

• 1991: Ukraine independence
• 1994: Ukraine transfers nuclear 

weapons to Russia
• 2008: Russia opposes NATO expansion

to include Ukraine
• 2014: Russia seizes Crimea
• 2021: Putin claims Ukraine and Russia

are “one people” wants non-NATO 
guarantee
• 2022: Russia invades eastern Ukraine

• Ukrainian counter-offensives
• October 2022: Russia annexes four 

eastern Ukrainian territories

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2022-ukraine-
russia-us-nato-conflict/?leadSource=uverify%20wall

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/slideshows/a-
timeline-of-the-russia-ukraine-conflict
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Just War in Ukraine?
• Jus ad bellum
• Just Cause
• Legitimate Authority
• Proportionality
• Last Resort

• Jus in bello
• Proportionality
• Discrimination
• Nothing evil in itself

•Was Russia justified in 
invading?

• Is Ukraine justified in 
fighting back?

• Are U.S. and allies justified 
in supplying weapons?
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Fiala: “Russia’s war in Ukraine may end in a stalemate, and 
that’s OK” Fresno Bee, April 3, 2022
https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article260003700.html#storylink=cpy

In Ukraine, a stalemate is brewing.  The New York Times ran a 
recent headline, “How One Month of War in Ukraine Ground 
to a Bloody Stalemate.”  The human toll of this stalemate is 
terrible.  But a stalemate is better than a Ukrainian defeat. 

History is full of stalemates.  The Cold War stalemate was 
symbolized by the Berlin Wall.  A stalemate still holds between 
North and South Korea.  Israelis and Palestinians seem to exist 
in this kind of limbo.  A line is drawn in the sand.  And the 
antagonists stop fighting.  
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Fiala: “Russia’s war in Ukraine may end in a stalemate…”
https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article260003700.html#storylink=cpy

Stalemates happen everywhere.  We see them in family fights, in 
business conflicts, and in domestic politics.  Opposing forces 
deadlock.  There is an impasse.  No one wins.  But no one loses.  
Resentment can linger for years across that line in the sand.  But if 
the stalemate lasts long enough, the antagonists may forget what 
they were originally fighting about and find a way to move on.   

Conditions in own divided country can be understood as a kind of 
stalemate.  The red states are opposed by the blue states.  No 
party seems able to achieve the upper hand.  The result is 
frustrating.  But it has been brewing for decades.  The baby 
boomers have been stalemated since Vietnam and the civil rights 
movement drove a wedge between left and right.  
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Fiala: “Russia’s war in Ukraine may end in a stalemate…”
https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article260003700.html#storylink=cpy

A dangerous stalemate reappeared recently with the threat of a 
nuclear war between Russia and the West.  The perverse logic of 
nuclear deterrence aims to produce a stalemate.  A nuclear war 
would be a lose-lose situation, known as “mutually assured 
destruction.”

Stalemates are not optimal.  But they limit damage.  And so long 
as there is a stable line in the sand, there is the possibility of hope.  
The hope that emerges from stalemate is modest and realistic.  it 
is the hope for “détente,” a Cold War concept that means the slow 
and gradual easing of hostility.   If the line in the sand remains 
fixed long enough, it may eventually fade in importance.  And at 
some point, the next generation may wonder what we were 
fighting about and reach a hand of friendship across that fading 
line in the sand. 
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War Crimes…? 

Categories of War Crimes

• Crimes against the peace
• Aggression and preparation for war

• Crimes within war
• Maltreatment of prisoners, etc.

• Crimes against humanity
• Ethnic cleansing and genocide

PACIFISM
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Fiala: War Crimes in Ukraine? OnlySky, Oct. 20, 2022
https://onlysky.media/afiala/war-crimes-in-ukraine-pacifists-should-support-war-crimes-tribunals/

• A United Nations commission investigating the Ukraine-Russian War issued 
a report this week concluding that Russian forces have committed the vast 
majority of war crimes in the war. But it also found two cases in which 
Ukrainian forces committed war crimes. 

• Russia’s invasion of Ukraine counts as the first criminal act. And then there 
were indiscriminate bombings, torture, summary executions, and sexual 
violence. The cases in which Ukrainian forces were implicated involved the 
abuse of Russian prisoners of war. This is not to say that a kind of “you too” 
argument would minimize Russian atrocities. But war is messy. And it is 
usually difficult to sort out good guys and bad guys.  
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Fiala: War Crimes in Ukraine? OnlySky, Oct. 20, 2022
https://onlysky.media/afiala/war-crimes-in-ukraine-pacifists-should-support-war-crimes-tribunals/

• Most wars involve war crimes. American forces have committed war 
crimes, with the events of My Lai (in Vietnam) and Abu Ghraib (in Iraq) 
showing up in lists of war crimes. Even peace-keeping forces (the UN’s blue 
helmeted soldiers) have engaged in criminal acts, including notorious 
examples of sexual violence and exploitation.

• Pacifists might conclude that war is wrong because it seems to beget this 
kind of lawlessness and atrocity. The War Resisters International was 
founded in 1921 with the declaration that war is a crime against humanity. 
But until war is finally abolished, it is wise to call for better prosecution for 
war crimes and for more education, training, and understanding of the 
rules of war.
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Fiala: War Crimes in Ukraine? OnlySky, Oct. 20, 2022
https://onlysky.media/afiala/war-crimes-in-ukraine-pacifists-should-support-war-crimes-tribunals/

• We also ought to avoid oversimplifying the critique of war. Some wars and 
warriors are better (or worse) than others. This is also true of crime. Some 
crimes are worse than others. And some criminals are worse than others. 
And while the goal of eliminating war is a noble ideal, we still benefit when 
war crimes are prosecuted and punished.

• There is a kind of simplicity in stating that all war is criminal. But the world 
is not that simple. And declaring that all war is criminal can create 
confusion when trying to prosecute war crimes.

• War crimes occur in every war. We should support the work of identifying 
and prosecuting them. And we should encourage states and militaries to be 
more vigilant about their own misconduct, to stop excusing war crimes, and 
to take responsibility for their own misdeeds.
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Conclusions…

• Is the current global situation sustainable?
• How might we respond to the climate crisis, the population boom, 

and the legitimation crisis?
• Can wars in Afghanistan and Ukraine be justified?
• What about war crimes—how might they be prosecuted?
• Should the U.S. continue to supply weapons to Ukraine?

• BONUS: should Trump run for President in 2024?
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