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Pandemic Philosophy Schedule/Plan

• September 8: The Bioethical
• Global Health
• Health Care and Public Health
• Evaluating Harm and Health
• Ethics of Quarantine

• September 15: The Political
• Liberty vs. Utility
• Masking
• The “China Virus”
• Polarization
• Protest

• September 22: The Spiritual
• Theological Issues
• Religious Liberty 
• God’s Will
• Apocalypse

• September 29: The Existential
• Individual Mortality
• The Decline of Civilizations 
• The Plague Metaphor
• The Indifference of Nature
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Issues/Themes

• Sacred vs. Secular
• Science vs. Religion
• Turning toward the human (and away from divine law)
• Theological Questions: is the pandemic “God’s will”?
• Religious Communities in conflict with Pandemic Rules
• Religious Liberty vs. Common Good
• The role of Resistance and Protest
• Boccaccio and the Black Death: Parallels with the current pandemic?
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RReelliiggiioonn,,  NNoonn--RReelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  PPaannddeemmiicc
Fresno Bee, May 17, 2020
https://andrewfiala.com/religion-nonreligion-and-the-pandemic/
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RReelliiggiioonn,,  NNoonn--RReelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  PPaannddeemmiicc
Fresno Bee, May 17, 2020
https://andrewfiala.com/religion-nonreligion-and-the-pandemic/

• The divide between religious and non-religious people is 
highlighted by the pandemic.  At a recent “Freedom Rally” in 
Fresno, a woman said she was not afraid of the virus.  If she 
gets sick or infects someone else, she said, it is “all part of 
God’s plan.” 
• This represents a dispiriting theology.  It is not God’s will that 

people die from this disease.  Scientists know how to stop its 
spread.  It makes no sense to ignore science and blame God.  
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RReelliiggiioonn,,  NNoonn--RReelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  PPaannddeemmiicc
Fresno Bee, May 17, 2020
https://andrewfiala.com/religion-nonreligion-and-the-pandemic/

• The conflict between faith and science rages on.  Some turn to prayer.  
May 14 was an international day of prayer, celebrated by Pope Francis 
and Muslim leaders.  Two months ago, President Trump declared 
March 15 as a national day to “pray for God’s healing hand to be 
placed on the people of our Nation.”  May 7 was another National 
Day of Prayer.  At the May 7 event at the White House, no one wore a 
mask, including the choir.
• In response to all of this praying, the Freedom From Religion 

Foundation declared May 7 as a National Day of Reason.  They claim 
the National Day of Prayer is unconstitutional.  They argue, 
“irrationality, magical thinking, and superstition have undermined the 
national effort to combat the COVID-19 pandemic.”
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RReelliiggiioonn,,  NNoonn--RReelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  PPaannddeemmiicc
Fresno Bee, May 17, 2020
https://andrewfiala.com/religion-nonreligion-and-the-pandemic/

• Pandemics have often prompted religious turmoil.  In ancient Athens, a terrible 
plague turned people away from religion.  The historian Thucydides reported that 
at first, the Athenians asked the gods for help.  But when prayer had no effect, 
the people saw the futility of religion.  
• As the disease spread, general lawlessness broke out.  People expected to die 

soon, so they focused on enjoying themselves in the present moment.  They gave 
up on honor and were not worried about punishment for crime.  Thucydides 
explained that there was no longer any fear of the gods or of the laws.
• Something similar occurred during the Black Death.  The Italian poet Boccaccio 

recounts that people made merry and drank themselves silly, since death 
appeared inevitable.  People generally disregarded “the reverend authority of the 
laws, both human and divine.” 
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Boccaccio and the Black Death

Parallels and Lessons?
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Boccaccio, The Decameron (1353)
Black Death (1345 -1355)

• Florence: Plague kills up 
to 80% of the population

• “The Human Comedy”
• vs. Dante’s “Divine 

Comedy”—1320’s
• Disease as punishment in 

hell (Inferno Canto 29)

• Tis humane to have 
compassion on the 
afflicted… 
• (first line of Decameron)

Virgil and Dante observing the plague-ridden
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Boccaccio, The Decameron
TThhee  SSeettttiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ““mmoorrttaall  ppeessttiilleennccee””
• One hundred Novels or Fables or 

Parables or Stories, as we may please to 
call them, which were recounted in ten 
days by an honorable company of seven 
ladies and three young men in the time 
of the late mortal pestilence.
• We must needs revive the sorrowful 

memory of the late mortal pestilence, 
the course whereof was grievous not 
merely to eyewitnesses but to all who in 
any other wise had cognizance of it
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Boccaccio, The Decameron
PPllaagguuee  aass  WWrraatthh  ooff  GGoodd
There made its appearance that deadly pestilence, which, whether 
disseminated by the influence of the celestial bodies, or sent upon us 
mortals by God in His just wrath by way of retribution for our iniquities.
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Boccaccio, The Decameron
AAvvooiiddiinngg  tthhee  SSiicckk  aanndd  LLiivviinngg  mmooddeerraatteellyy
• Inclining almost all of them to the same harsh resolution, to 

wit, to shun and abhor all contact with the sick and all that 
belonged to them, thinking thereby to make each his own 
health secure. Among whom there were those who thought 
that to live temperately and avoid all excess would count for 
much as a preservative against seizures of this kind. 
Wherefore they banded together, and, dissociating 
themselves from all others, formed communities in houses 
where there were no sick, and lived a separate and secluded 
life, which they regulated with the utmost care, avoiding 
every kind of luxury, but eating and drinking very moderately.
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Boccaccio, The Decameron
PPaarrttyyiinngg
• Others, the bias of whose minds was in the opposite 

direction, maintained, that to drink freely, frequent places 
of public resort, and take their pleasure with song and 
revel, sparing to satisfy no appetite, and to laugh and mock 
at no event, was the sovereign remedy for so great an evil: 
and that which they affirmed they also put in practice, so 
far as they were able, resorting day and night, now to this 
tavern, now to that, drinking with an entire disregard of 
rule or measure, and by preference making the houses of 
others, as it were, their inns, if they but saw in them aught 
that was particularly to their taste or liking; which they 
were readily able to do, because the owners, seeing death 
imminent, had become as reckless of their property as of 
their lives.
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Boccaccio, The Decameron
LLaawwlleessssnneessss  aanndd  FFaaiilluurree  ooff  PPuubblliicc  AAuutthhoorriittyy
• In this extremity of our city's suffering and tribulation 

the venerable authority of laws, human and divine, 
was abased and all but totally dissolved, for lack of 
those who should have administered and enforced 
them, most of whom, like the rest of the citizens, 
were either dead or sick, or so hard bested for 
servants that they were unable to execute any office; 
whereby every man was free to do what was right in 
his own eyes.

14



9/22/20

8

Boccaccio, The Decameron
EEvveerryy  MMaann  ffoorr  HHiimmsseellff
• Tedious were it to recount, how citizen avoided 

citizen, how among neighbors was scarce found any 
that shewed fellow-feeling for another, how 
kinsfolk held aloof, and never met, or but rarely; 
enough that this sore affliction entered so deep 
into the minds of men and women, that in the 
horror thereof brother was forsaken by brother, 
nephew by uncle, brother by sister, and oftentimes 
husband by wife; nay, what is more, and scarcely to 
be believed, fathers and mothers were found to 
abandon their own children, untended, unvisited, 
to their fate, as if they had been strangers.
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Boccaccio, The Decameron
NNoo  TTiimmee  ffoorr  MMoouurrnniinngg
• No more rituals of mourning
• Mass graves and burial rites
• Bodies left in the streets

• They dug, for each graveyard, as soon as it was 
full, a huge trench, in which they laid the corpses 
as they arrived by hundreds at a time, piling 
them up as merchandise is stowed in the hold 
of a ship, tier upon tier, each covered with a 
little earth, until the trench would hold no more.
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Boccaccio, The Decameron
EEssccaappee  aanndd  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
• Seven young women and three young men escape Florence
• They entertain themselves with stories
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Theological Issues

• Is a pandemic a punishment from 
God?
• How would we know?

• Would a loving God ”cause” a 
pandemic?
• The Problem of Evil

• What does God want us to do in a 
pandemic?
• The miraculous: Jesus healing the sick
• The compassionate: Good Samaritan
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The Problem of Malevolent Hope
Fresno Bee Sept. 6, 2020
https://andrewfiala.com/malevolent-hope-and-the-desire-to-burn-things-down/

• Hoping for the worst as a bridge to the better.
• Malevolent hope often includes a story about a savior.  The jilted 

lover imagines himself swooping in and consoling his miserable 
former love.  Political partisans believe that when things get bad 
enough, their candidate will save the day.  
• This narrative also appears in apocalyptical faith.  Plagues, pestilence, 

and war are signs of the end times.  Does this mean that the faithful 
should hope for these horrors?  That question is a recipe for 
theological heartburn.  

19

Pandora’s Box
Hesiod, Works and Days
Before this, the various kinds of humanity lived on 
earth without evils and without harsh labor, without 
wretched diseases that give disasters to men.
But the woman (Pandora—gift of all the gods) took 
the great lid off the jar and scattered what was 
inside. She devised baneful anxieties for humankind. 
The only thing that stayed within the unbreakable 
contours of the jar was hope.  It did not fly out. 
Before it could, she put back the lid on top of the jar.
But as for the other things, countless baneful things, 
they are randomly scattered all over humankind.  
Full is the earth of evils, full is the sea. Diseases for 
humans are a day-to-day thing.
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Recall: Diotima, Sacrifice, and the Plague

• SOCRATES: I shall recount for you 
speech about love I once heard 
from a woman of Mantinea, 
Diotima—a woman who was wise 
about many things besides love. 
Once she even put off the plague 
for ten years by telling the 
Athenians what sacrifices to 
make. She is the one who taught 
me the art of love (Plato, 
Symposium, 201d)
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Plagues and Pestilence 
in the Bible
• Exodus: Ten Plagues of Egypt

• Water turning to blood, frogs, lice, flies, 
livestock pestilence, boils, hail, locusts, darkness 
and the killing of firstborn children.

• Exodus 9
• Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh 

and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of 
the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may 
serve me. For if you refuse to let them go and 
still hold them, behold, the hand of 
the LORD will fall with a very severe plague 
upon your livestock that are in the field, the 
horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and 
the flocks. But the LORD will make a distinction 
between the livestock of Israel and the livestock 
of Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to 
the people of Israel shall die.”
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Plagues and Pestilence 
in the Bible
• Leviticus 26
• God punishes and rewards

• If you do not obey God…

• I will bring a sword upon you, that 
shall execute vengeance for the 
covenant. And if you gather within 
your cities, I will send pestilence 
among you, and you shall be delivered 
into the hand of the enemy.

23

Plagues and Pestilence 
in the Bible

• I saw another sign in heaven. It was spectacular and amazing. There 
were seven angels with the last seven plagues which are the final 
expression of God’s anger.
• I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Pour 

the seven bowls of God’s anger over the earth.” The first angel poured 
his bowl over the earth. Horrible, painful sores appeared on the 
people who had the brand of the beast and worshiped its statue

• Revelation 6:8; 15:1; 16: 1-2
• I looked, and there was a pale horse, 

and its rider’s name was Death. Hell 
followed him. They were given 
power over one-fourth of the earth 
to kill people using wars, famines, 
plagues, and the wild animals on the 
earth.
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Is the coronavirus God’s Will?

And what should we do about it?

25

University of Chicago Poll: Religion and Covid-19
May 4, 2020
https://apnorc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Divinity_COVID_report_final.pdf

■White Evangelical Christians are 
more likely than other Americans 
who believe in God to feel that God 
will protect them from being infected 
(67% vs. 53%). They are less likely 
than others to doubt God exists (7% 
vs. 15%) or feel God has abandoned 
humanity (3% vs. 10%) because of the 
outbreak.
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University of Chicago Poll: Religion and Covid-19
May 4, 2020
https://apnorc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Divinity_COVID_report_final.pdf
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Is Coronavirus Judgment from God?
Rev. Robert Jeffress
https://www.firstdallas.org/blog/is-the-coronavirus-a-judgment-from-god/
• All natural disasters can be ultimately traced to sin.
• Some disasters are related to specific sins.

• BUT: we don’t really know…

• The Bible says you shall not murder and equates the unborn child with the small child after birth. 
I can also say in the past, God has judged nations that have killed their children as illustrated in 
Jeremiah 1. I can also say that God hasn’t changed, and therefore America is in danger of God’s 
judgment for abortion. But what I CANNOT say is that the coronavirus is God’s judgment against 
American for the sin of abortion . . . or any other sin. That is presumption.

• The Coronavirus is not one of the plagues of Revelation.
• The world has suffered pandemics before. The Spanish Flu from 1918-1919 infected 500 million 

people and killed as many as 50 million. But it wasn’t one of God’s final judgments and neither is 
the Coronavirus. How can I say that? Because the stage has not yet been set.  There is no 
antichrist, no peace treaty with Israel, no 10-nation confederacy. Most importantly we—the 
Church—have not yet been raptured.

29

Coronavirus is God’s Judgment for Sin
Rev. Cameron Schaeffer
https://www.reformation21.org/blog/covid-19-is-gods-judgment

• Is the coronavirus God’s judgment for sin? The answer must be 
yes.
• When sin entered creation, the curse swiftly followed. The 

curse pronounced in Genesis 3 was God declaring that the 
world would become resistant to humanity’s dominion. 
Creation ceased to be cooperative and became antagonistic to 
us, the image bearers who were to cultivate it as God’s 
stewards. This resistance (“Cursed is the ground for your sake! 
Thorns and thistles it shall bring forth against you!”) is God’s 
judgment on sin.
• This is how COVID-19 must be understood with the eyes of 

faith: It is God’s judgment for sin in order in to prompt our 
repentance. We would be mistaken to try and discern specific 
sins that prompted COVID-19 since God has not revealed that. 
But it would be more grievous to assume that the infliction of 
the coronavirus is occurring outside of God’s providential work 
of redemption.
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IIrrvviinngg  GGrreeeennbbeerrgg::  CCoorroonnaavviirruuss  iiss  nnoott  GGoodd’’ss  WWiillll
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-coronavirus-isnt-gods-will-11590706772

• Some widely broadcast religious responses are spiritually immature. 
One is that the pandemic is a divine punishment -- for what, each 
group picks its own bete noire. The idea is echoed by New Age 
theologians who claim that Gaia, the embodiment of nature, is 
lashing back at humans for our abuse of the environment, 
foreshadowing greater catastrophes to be inflicted by climate 
change.

• These claims draw from unreconstructed biblical themes of natural 
catastrophes punishing sin, such as the flood in the Book of Genesis. 
Those who invoke such concepts have failed to grasp one of rabbinic 
Judaism's most important modifications of the biblical message.

• God has self-limited, says the Talmud, giving humans greater 
freedom and responsibility. The biblical age of visible miracles 
defeating evil has ended. The Lord asks the faithful to serve not to 
beget miracles, but out of love and shared fate. God shares our pain 
and asks us to take action to end the suffering.
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IIrrvviinngg  GGrreeeennbbeerrgg::  CCoorroonnaavviirruuss  iiss  nnoott GGoodd’’ss  WWiillll
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-coronavirus-isnt-gods-will-11590706772

• Religious authorities should lead in proclaiming that coronavirus isn't willed or 
inflicted by God. The virus is a natural phenomenon that bats live with 
comfortably. It was unleashed on humanity by irresponsible human behavior, 
which likely included killing endangered wildlife and serving it to eat, under 
unsanitary conditions. The damage was compounded a hundredfold by a 
dictatorial human political system in China that covered up the problem.
• The focus on divine punishment distracts in this case from human responsibility 

to work in partnership with God. This includes taking action religiously to 
prevent transmission of the disease. Hand washing, mask wearing and social 
distancing are to be done strictly and repetitively, for they are the ritual actions 
that now link us to God and respond to divine instruction: "I have presented you 
with life and death, the blessing and the curse. Therefore, choose life, so that 
you will live, you and your descendants" (Deuteronomy 30:19).
• God's will isn't that we resign ourselves, but that we work with him to fight 

Covid-19 and develop cures and vaccines.
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IIrrvviinngg  GGrreeeennbbeerrgg::  CCoorroonnaavviirruuss  iiss  nnoott  GGoodd’’ss  WWiillll
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-coronavirus-isnt-gods-will-11590706772

• It is time for everyone to understand 
that God operates within the laws of nature, 
which are themselves miraculous. Humans 
encounter God most deeply when they act as 
divine agents in sustaining life, protecting 
humans who are made in God's 
image. God chooses to depend on humans to 
repair the world and end the suffering. We are 
called to work in partnership with the Lord to 
overcome the coronavirus and move beyond it 
to a renewal of life. tikkun olam:

repair the world

33

Religious Communities and the Pandemic
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Religious Communities Refusing to Comply 
with pandemic rules
• Public Interest vs. Religious Liberty
• Compulsory Vaccinations
• Blood Transfusion for Jehovah’s Witness
• Snake or other poison-handling religions
• Contraception coverage and Obamacare
• Abortion rights

• First Amendment conflicts
• Secularism/Science vs. Religious/Faith Communities
• Religious Schools

35

Religious Conflict in Context

• Affordable Care Act and Contraception
• Supreme Court: Hobby Lobby (2014) and Little Sisters of the Poor 

(2020)

• SCOTUS upholds rules providing religious and moral exemptions to 
the contraception mandate created under the Affordable Care Act.

• Based upon Religious Freedom Restoration Act (1993)
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Religious Conflict in Context

• Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 
• Prohibits any agency, department, or official of the United States or 

any State (the government) from substantially burdening a person's 
exercise of religion even if the burden results from a rule of general 
applicability, except that the government may burden a person's 
exercise of religion only if it demonstrates that application of the 
burden to the person: (1) furthers a compelling governmental 
interest; and (2) is the least restrictive means of furthering that 
compelling governmental interest.

FROM CONGRESS.GOV: https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-
bill/1308#:~:text=Religious%20Freedom%20Restoration%20Act%20of%201993%20%2D%20Prohibits%20any%20agency%2C%20department,government%20may%20
burden%20a%20person’s

37

Religious Conflict in Context

• Precedent: Employment Div., Dept. of Human Resources of Ore. v. 
Smith (1990)

• The right of free exercise does not relieve an individual of the 
obligation to comply with a valid and neutral law of general 
applicability on the ground that the law proscribes (or prescribes) 
conduct that his religion prescribes (or proscribes).
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Religious Conflict in Context
• Little Sisters of the Poor (2020)
• Justice Ginsburg Dissent
• In accommodating claims of religious freedom, this Court has taken a balanced 

approach, one that does not allow the religious beliefs of some to overwhelm the 
rights and interests of others who do not share those beliefs. 

• Today, for the first time, the Court casts totally aside countervailing rights and 
interests in its zeal to secure religious rights to the nth degree. 

• Congress undertook to afford gainfully employed women comprehensive, 
seamless, no-cost insurance coverage for preventive care protective of their health 
and well-being. 

• This Court leaves women workers to fend for themselves, to seek contraceptive 
coverage from sources other than their employer’s insurer, and, absent another 
available source of funding, to pay for contraceptive services out of their own 
pockets. The Constitution’s Free Exercise Clause, all agree, does not call for that 
imbalanced result.

39

Issue 1: Religious Communities Refusing to 
Comply with pandemic rules
• South Bay United Pentecostal Church v. Newsom (2020)
• https://lawreviewblog.uchicago.edu/2020/06/10/free-exercise-pandemic/
• Chief Justice John Roberts, in a short opinion, explained that restrictions allowing 

churches to reopen at 25 percent of their capacity, with no more than 100 
worshipers at a time, “appear consistent” with the First Amendment. California, 
according to Chief Justice Roberts, had an acceptable reason for treating churches 
more like concerts and movie theatres, where people “congregate in large 
groups” and “remain in close proximity for extended periods,” than like grocery 
stores, where they can more easily socially distance.
• Justice Brett Kavanaugh dissented from the court’s order. In a likewise short 

opinion, Justice Kavanaugh rejected Chief Justice Robert’s distinction between 
spaces prone to congregation and spaces that allow for social distance. He argued 
that because supermarkets, restaurants, hair salons, and other businesses were 
not subject to the same restrictions as churches, such restrictions “discriminate[ ] 
against places of worship and in favor of comparable secular businesses. Such 
discrimination violates the First Amendment.” 
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Immanuel School, Reedley, CA
Fresno Bee, Sept 19, 2020
https://www.fresnobee.com/article245814355.html

• Immanuel Schools in Reedley appears to be defying Fresno County 
officials and a Superior Court judge by continuing to provide in-
person teaching on its campus.

• Judge D. Tyler Tharpe issued a preliminary injunction against 
Immanuel Schools on Tuesday, ordering them to halt in-person 
teaching because it violates a state coronavirus health order…

• County officials have said Immanuel Schools is violating the state’s 
health order that prohibits Fresno County schools and those in 
other affected counties from returning to the classroom until they 
are off the state’s COVID-19 monitoring list for 14 consecutive days.

• The school’s legal team has defended Immanuel’s actions, saying 
students and parents have the constitutional right for an on-
campus education. School officials also claim to have achieved herd 
immunity and that no child or staff has become infected with the 
novel coronavirus since school opened.

41

San Francisco Archbishop Cordileone
Washington Post, Sept. 16, 2020
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/16/archibishop-salvatore-cordileone-right-to-worship/

• Catholics must resist the unjust repression of our right to worship

• I never expected that the most basic religious freedom, 
the right to worship - protected so robustly in our Constitution's First 
Amendment - would be unjustly repressed by an American 
government.

• But that is exactly what is happening in San Francisco. For months now, 
the city has limited worship services to just 12 people 
outdoors. Worship inside our own churches is banned. The city recently 
announced it will now allow 50 for outdoor worship, with a goal of 
permitting indoor services up to a maximum of 25 people by Oct. 1 -
less than 1 percent of the capacity of San Francisco's St. Mary's 
Cathedral.

• This is not nearly enough to accommodate the hundreds of thousands 
of Catholics in San Francisco. In imposing these restrictions, the city is 
turning a great many faithful away from their houses of prayer.
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San Francisco Archbishop Cordileone
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/16/archibishop-salvatore-cordileone-right-to-worship/

• People can freely go to parks here, as long as they stay six feet 
apart. If they follow proper social distancing and wear masks, 
people can eat on an outdoor patio with no hard numerical limit. 
Indoor shopping malls are already open at 25 percent capacity. 
Catholics in San Francisco are increasingly noticing the simple 
unfairness. As one of my parishioners asked recently, "Why can I 
spend three hours indoors shopping for shoes at Nordstrom's 
but can't go to Mass?"
• And it is not just San Francisco. According to the Becket Fund for 

Religious Liberty, six states with a combined population of 67 
million Americans single out religious worship for unfavorable 
treatment compared with similar secular activities: California, 
New Jersey, Maine, Virginia, Connecticut and Nevada.

43

San Francisco Archbishop Cordileone
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/16/archibishop-salvatore-cordileone-right-to-worship/

• We Catholics respect legitimate authority, and we recognize 
that the government has a right to impose reasonable public 
health rules, just as we recognize its right to issue safety 
codes for our church buildings. But when government asserts 
authority over the church's very right to worship, it crosses a 
line. Our fundamental rights do not come from the state. As 
the authors of our Declaration of Independence put it, they 
are "self- evident" - that is, they come from God.
• Even this injustice, though, is not as hurtful as the simple lack 

of compassion. I sometimes wonder whether the 
increasingly secular elites imposing these restrictions 
understand the pain they are unnecessarily inflicting. The 
sacraments as we Catholics understand them cannot be live-
streamed. People are being denied the religious worship that 
connects them with God and one another. 
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San Francisco Archbishop Cordileone
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/16/archibishop-salvatore-cordileone-right-to-worship/

• We want to be partners in protecting the public health, but we 
cannot accept profoundly harmful and unequal treatment 
without resisting. This is why I and other Catholics from across 
San Francisco will join in a public demonstration this Sunday 
calling on the city's mayor, London Breed, to treat religious 
believers fairly.
• At our demonstration, we will not be asking for special 

treatment. We just don't want religious worshipers singled out 
for unfavorable treatment relative to people participating in 
activities with comparable risk profiles. All we are seeking is 
access to worship in our own churches, following reasonable 
safety protocols - the same freedoms now 
extended to customers of nail salons, massage services and 
gyms. It's only fair, it's only compassionate, and, unlike with 
these other activities, it's what the First Amendment demands.

45

San Francisco Protest
https://www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article245892945.html

• Protesters led by the Catholic archbishop of San Francisco on Sunday 
condemned limits on reopening churches in the city as it battles the coronavirus 
pandemic.

• “This is mockery, they are mocking you — even worse, mocking God,” said 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, KGO reported. “To City Hall, you don’t matter.”

• “The city continues to place unrealistic and suffocating restrictions on our 
natural and constitutional right to worship,” Cordileone said, The Mercury News 
reported. “This discrimination affects all of us.”

• “Going to Mass is like freedom of speech, without that, you take away our souls,” 
said protester Stella Marinucci from San Francisco, KGO reported.

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco, who is Catholic, said the city 
should “follow the science on this” in response to Cordileone’s objections, KPIX 
reported.

• “I’m sure he must have meant if it is scientifically safe, rather than jeopardizing 
people’s health if they want to go to church,” Pelosi said, according to the 
station
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Conclusions…
BIG QUESTIONS and CONFLICTING VALUES
• Religious Liberty Issues open fundamental questions about sacred vs. 

secular values
• Disease/pandemics open fundamental questions of theology
• Conflicting values have been on display since Boccaccio and the Black 

Death
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Education as Contagion:
Modelling virtue vs.  “giving principles as pills”
• Everything is contagious.  We are all of us 

always communicating ideas, and more 
especially moral ideas.
• Contagion is always communicating moral 

ideas; and contagion, perhaps, after all is 
said and done, remains the only certain 
way.

• Bernard Bosanquet, ”The Communication of Moral Ideas” 
International Journal of Ethics 1890 
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