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American Values Survey Oct 2019
Strong Majorities 
disagree with the 
claim that the U.S. is 
an ethical country

8% Strongly Agree
57% Agree
24% Disagree
11% Strongly Disagree
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American Values Survey Oct 2019
Strong Majorities 
are not hopeful 
about the moral 
future of the U.S.

46% Strongly Agree
33% Agree
15% Disagree
4% Strongly Disagree

Conflicting Source of Normativity
Social Contract vs. Natural Rights

•We, the people… do 
ordain and establish

•We hold these truths to be 
self-evident
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What is “America”?  What is “American”?

• America: the continent or the country?
• Who or what is a “Native American”
• The United States is… (singular)?
• The United States are… (plural)?
• A “Federation” of states ( = “the Federalists”—Hamilton/Madison)
• What is the root of America?
• Italian (Columbus/Amerigo Vespucci)?
• Spanish/Portuguese?
• British?
• Others?

America is:
• A city on a hill that values obedience, mercy, and fear of God.  It is a a Christian nation.
• A democratic model.  It value liberty and self-reliance.  It is a leader on human rights and the spread of 

democracy.  
• A racist, slave-master nation.  It values domination, obedience, slavery, segregation, eugenics, 

inequality, and police power.
• An asylum for immigrants.  It values hospitality, generosity, and diversity.  It helps the poor, the 

refugees, and those yearning for freedom and opportunity.
• An imperial nation.  It values military power and global supremacy.  It wants power, global economic 

and military dominance..
• A secular/scientific nation.  It values religious liberty, the separation of church and state, and the 

scientific method.  It defends religious minorities and freedom of thought./
• A nation of experimenters.  It values creativity, entrepreneurship, and nonconformity.  It leads in 

cultural, technological, and business innovation.
• An anti-intellectual nation.  It rejects complex ideas and insists on intuition and feeling.  It denies 

science, promotes superstition, and resists modernity.
• A capitalist nation.  It values profit and progress.  It exploits labor and the environment in order to 

extract gains and build wealth.



10/9/19

4

America is:
• A city on a hill that values obedience, mercy, and fear of God.  It is a a Christian nation.
• A democratic model.  It value liberty and self-reliance.  It is a leader on human rights and the spread of 

democracy.  
• A racist, slave-master nation.  It values domination, obedience, slavery, segregation, eugenics, 

inequality, and police power.
• An asylum for immigrants.  It values hospitality, generosity, and diversity.  It helps the poor, the 

refugees, and those yearning for freedom and opportunity.
• An imperial nation.  It values military power and global supremacy.  It wants power, global economic 

and military dominance..
• A secular/scientific nation.  It values religious liberty, the separation of church and state, and the 

scientific method.  It defends religious minorities and freedom of thought./
• A nation of experimenters.  It values creativity, entrepreneurship, and nonconformity.  It leads in 

cultural, technological, and business innovation.
• An anti-intellectual nation.  It rejects complex ideas and insists on intuition and feeling.  It denies 

science, promotes superstition, and resists modernity.
• A capitalist nation.  It values profit and progress.  It exploits labor and the environment in order to 

extract gains and build wealth.

Thomas Paine, Common Sense (1776)
The asylum for mankind and defender of freedom
• Europe, and not England, is the parent country of 

America. This new World hath been the asylum for 
the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty 
from every part of Europe. Hither have they fled, not 
from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the 
cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of England, 
that the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants 
from home, pursues their descendants still.
• O! ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose not only 

the tyranny but the tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of 
the old world is overrun with oppression. Freedom 
hath been hunted round the Globe. Asia and Africa 
have long expelled her. Europe regards her like a 
stranger, and England hath given her warning to 
depart. O! receive the fugitive, and prepare in time an 
asylum for mankind.

Thomas Paine
b. 1737—in Great Britain
In France during French Revolution
d. 1809 in New York
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The Problem of E Pluribus Unum
Assimilation vs. Multiculturalism

• Assimilation = duty to join “we the people”
• American cultural identity should be preserved and defended
• Social/political need for cultural homogeneity, shared language, and shared 

tradition (moral, cultural, political)
• The framework that allows “e pluribus unum” is a cultural one

• Multiculturalism = right to individual and group difference
• Individual difference (diversity) is a key value that should not be subordinated
• There is no singular American identity
• The framework that allows ”e pluribus unum” is a procedural/legalistic one = 

thin national identity vs. thick cultural identity

E Pluribus Unum
Obama: “A More Perfect Union”, March 18, 2008

• I believe deeply that we cannot solve the 
challenges of our time unless we solve them 
together - unless we perfect our union by 
understanding that we may have different 
stories, but we hold common hopes; that we 
may not look the same and we may not 
have come from the same place, but we all 
want to move in the same direction -
towards a better future for of children and 
our grandchildren.
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E Pluribus Unum
Obama: “A More Perfect Union”, March 18, 2008

• This belief comes from my unyielding faith in the decency and 
generosity of the American people. But it also comes from my own 
American story.

• I am the son of a black man from Kenya and a white woman from 
Kansas. I was raised with the help of a white grandfather who survived 
a Depression to serve in Patton's Army during World War II and a 
white grandmother who worked on a bomber assembly line at Fort 
Leavenworth while he was overseas. I've gone to some of the best 
schools in America and lived in one of the world's poorest nations. I 
am married to a black American who carries within her the blood of 
slaves and slaveowners - an inheritance we pass on to our two 
precious daughters. I have brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, uncles 
and cousins, of every race and every hue, scattered across three 
continents, and for as long as I live, I will never forget that in no other 
country on Earth is my story even possible.

• It's a story that hasn't made me the most conventional candidate. But 
it is a story that has seared into my genetic makeup the idea that this 
nation is more than the sum of its parts - that out of many, we are 
truly one.

Who gets to decide?

•Who are the 
Americans?
•What defines us?
•What keeps us 

together?
• Should we separate?
• Isn’t America the 

totality of all of this?
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‘Love it or leave it’ isn’t the smart path to making 
America great
Andrew Fiala, Fresno Bee, July 19, 2019
https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html

‘Love it or leave it’ isn’t the smart path to making 
America great
Andrew Fiala, Fresno Bee, July 19, 2019
https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html

• The “love it or leave it” dichotomy is dangerous and ridiculous. Who 
are the real Americans who get to tell others to leave? 
• Where would we look to see the America we are supposed to love? 

Perhaps the poets can help. 
• “America, The Beautiful” is a likely source. This mythic hymn was 

written by a lesbian college professor with socialist sympathies, 
Katharine Lee Bates. She imagined America’s good as crowned with 
brotherhood “from sea to shining sea.” 

https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html
https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html
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‘Love it or leave it’ isn’t the smart path to making 
America great
Andrew Fiala, Fresno Bee, July 19, 2019
https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html

• As Walt Whitman might say, America contains multitudes. Whitman 
suggested that America is a poem. He spoke of the U.S. in the plural. 
He said, “The United States themselves are essentially the greatest 
poem.” Like any great work of poetry, there is no single interpretation 
of its meaning. Sometimes it is beautiful. And sometimes the republic 
goes bananas. 
• This new nation contained diverse new people who all – except for 

the Indians and the slaves – chose to come here from somewhere 
else. Whitman wrote, “Here is not merely a nation but a teeming 
nation of nations.” Whitman suggested that to love a thing as large as 
America was only possible for a soul that was as big as the country. 

‘Love it or leave it’ isn’t the smart path to making 
America great
Andrew Fiala, Fresno Bee, July 19, 2019
https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html

• The nation continued to grow and learn. New voices were heard. The poem 
was rewritten. 
• James Baldwin was a black, queer author who stood with Martin Luther 

King at the Lincoln Memorial when King explained his dream of America. 
Baldwin said, “I love America more than any other country in the world and 
exactly for this reason, I insist on the right to criticize her perpetually.” 
Maya Angelou, another new voice, wrote the poem “America” in the 
1970s. She said, “The gold of her promise has never been mined.” She 
worried, “Her proud declarations are leaves on the wind.” 
• This nation contains King, Baldwin and Angelou as well as Lincoln, Whitman 

and Bates. It also contains Trump and Omar. It is impossible to simplify this 
multitude or say simply, love it or leave it. 

https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html
https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html
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‘Love it or leave it’ isn’t the smart path to making 
America great
Andrew Fiala, Fresno Bee, July 19, 2019
https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html

• Or perhaps we misunderstand the meaning of love. When love is 
conceived as a line in the sand, the soul shrinks. Love looks to the 
future. It is expansive and inclusive. Love heals wounds instead of 
picking scabs. Love of country, if such a thing makes sense, ought to 
be poetic and creative rather than accusatory, shallow and mean. 
• The challenge today is to enlarge our souls. It may seem impossible to 

love a country that includes both Trump and Omar. But we might 
begin by asking for modesty, decency and civility. The poem we are 
writing is larger than us. We need leaders whose vision of America 
transcends what Whitman called “the lice of politics.” So far, no one is 
leaving. But we are all waiting to be inspired by a more loving country. 

Who/What is an American Philosopher? 

What is the Essence of American Philosophy?

https://www.fresnobee.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/andrew-fiala/article232887712.html
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“Philosophy” begins in lived contradictions 
and the problems of life
• Reflective thinking transforms confusion, ambiguity 

and discrepancy into illumination, definiteness and 
consistency.  But it also points to the contextual 
situation in which thinking occurs.  It notes that the 
starting point is the actually problematic, and that the 
problematic phase resides in some actual and 
specifiable situation…thinking is a continuous process 
of temporal re-organization within one and the same 
world of experience things, not a jump from the latter 
world into one of objects constituted once for all by 
thought.
• John Dewey, Experience and Nature (1929)

John Dewey
1859-1952

“Philosophy” begins in lived contradictions 
and the problems of life
• Oppressed people are forced to come to grips with 

immediate problems every day, problems which have a 
philosophical status and are relevant to all people. One 
such problem is that of alienation. It is my opinion that 
most people living in Western society today are 
alienated, alienated from themselves, from society…. 
The slave, the black man, the Chicano and oppressed 
whites are much more aware of alienation, perhaps not 
as a philosophical concept, but as a fact of their daily 
existence.
• Angela Davis, Lectures on Liberation (1971)

Angela Davis
b. 1944
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Tom Sawyer: The Wisdom of Boys
• Tom said to himself that it was not such a 

hollow world, after all. He had discovered a 
great law of human action, without knowing 
it – namely, that in order to make a man or a 
boy covet a thing, it is only necessary to make 
the thing difficult to attain. If he had been a 
great and wise philosopher, like the writer of 
this book, he would now have comprehended 
that Work consists of whatever a body is 
obliged to do, and that Play consists of 
whatever a body is not obliged to do.
• Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer (1876)

Donald Trump
The America We Deserve (2000)
• Often plans and programs that are transparently 

stupid come from the sponsors’ deep ignorance 
of human nature and the laws of economics.  
Has Trump turned philosopher?  No.  But 
anybody who thinks seriously about their work 
is a philosopher.
• Around the world Americans have a reputation 

for brashness and selfishness and worship of the 
dollar.  The image isn’t entirely wrong.  America 
does love success.  I know I do.  This is without a 
doubt the most achiever-friendly nation on 
earth.  We worship people who do well—even 
those who may be disasters as human beings.  



10/9/19

12

Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1835/40)
The American as “his own sufficient guide”
• I think that in no country in the civilized world is less 

attention paid to philosophy than in the United States. The 
Americans have no philosophical school of their own; and 
they care but little for all the schools into which Europe is 
divided, the very names of which are scarcely known to 
them. Nevertheless it is easy to perceive that almost all the 
inhabitants of the United States conduct their 
understanding in the same manner, and govern it by the 
same rules; that is to say, that without ever having taken 
the trouble to define the rules of a philosophical method….

• They readily conclude that everything in the world may be 
explained, and that nothing in it transcends the limits of the 
understanding. Thus they fall to denying what they cannot 
comprehend; which leaves them but little faith for 
whatever is extraordinary, and an almost insurmountable 
distaste for whatever is supernatural….

Alexis de 
Tocqueville
1805-1859

Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1835/40)
The American as “his own sufficient guide”
• The Americans then have not required to extract 

their philosophical method from books; they have 
found it in themselves…
• The men who live at a period of social equality are 

not therefore easily led to place that intellectual 
authority to which they bow either beyond or 
above humanity. They commonly seek for the 
sources of truth in themselves, or in those who 
are like themselves….
• This leads them to mistrust the judgment of 

others, and to seek the light of truth nowhere but 
in their own understandings. Everyone then 
attempts to be his own sufficient guide, and 
makes it his boast to form his own opinions on all 
subjects. Alexis de 

Tocqueville
1805-1859



10/9/19

13

Emerson: The Philosopher of America
Emerson, “The American Scholar” (1837)
• We have listened too long to the courtly muses 

of Europe. The spirit of the American freeman is 
already suspected to be timid, imitative, tame…
• We will walk on our own feet; we will work with 

our own hands; we will speak our own minds. 
Then shall man be no longer a name for pity, for 
doubt, and for sensual indulgence. The dread of 
man and the love of man shall be a wall of 
defense and a wreath of joy around all. A nation 
of men will for the first time exist, because each 
believes himself inspired by the Divine Soul 
which also inspires all men. Ralph Waldo 

Emerson
1803-1882

Emerson, “Self-Reliance” (1841)

Ralph Waldo 
Emerson
1803-1882

To believe your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in 
your private heart is true for all men, — that is genius.

Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string. 

A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds,

Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist… Nothing is at 
last sacred but the integrity of your own mind. Absolve you to 
yourself, and you shall have the suffrage of the world. 

Insist on yourself; never imitate. 
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Whitman, “Song of Myself” (1855/1881)

Do I contradict myself?
Very well then I contradict myself,
(I am large, I contain multitudes.)

Walt Whitman
1819-1892

Is Carlos Sanchez an American Philosopher? 
Sanchez on the “post-immigrant” experience

• If some of the best Hispanic minds of past generations had 
been unable to overcome the most serious institutional 
obstacles of professional philosophy in the US, what made 
me think that a son of immigrant farm-workers from King 
City, California would fare any better?
• Most homegrown Hispanics have to contend with the 

socio-economic disparities that their parents endured 
when they first arrived. And philosophy, as a professional 
goal, is not something that promises to alleviate those 
conditions. 
• Carlos Sanchez, “Philosophy and the Post-Immigrant Fear” 

Philosophy in the Contemporary World 18:1 (2011)
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Is Alfred North Whitehead an American 
Philosopher?
• Cambridge University 

• Principia Mathematica (1913)—with Bertrand Russell

• Moves to Harvard University in 1924 at age 63

• Process and Reality (1929)

• Creativity and Becoming = Process

• Temporality, Change

• Organic wholes flowing and changing

• God-World Holism

• It is as true to say that God is permanent and the World 

fluent, as that the World is permanent and God is 

fluent. It is as true to say that God is one and the World 

many, as that the  World is one and God many.

Alfred North Whitehead
1861-1947

Alfred North Whitehead
Philosophy Grounds, Harmonizes, and Completes 
the Sciences

• Philosophy is not one among the sciences with its 
own little scheme of abstractions which it works 
away at perfecting and improving. It is the survey of 
the sciences, with the special object of their 
harmony, and of their completion. It brings to this 
task, not only the evidence of the separate sciences, 
but also its own appeal to concrete experience.
• Whitehead, Science and the Modern World (1926)
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The One and the Many

Viola Cordova:
Indian monism
• There is something that exists. The "something" is a 

life force; it has no beginning or ending. The life force 
manifests itself into many forms— but the forms once 
in existence can in turn direct that life force to specific 
things.
• The American Indian is a monist. That is, everything 

that exists is perceived as being the manifestation of 
one particular thing. In effect, everything that is, is one 
thing. The oneness is ascribed to the fact that 
everything is, essentially, Usen, the life force.
• Viola Cordova, How It Is (2007)

Viola Cordova 
1937-2002)
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Emerson: The One AND the Many

• We live in succession, in division, in parts, in particles. 
Meantime within man is the soul of the whole; the wise 
silence; the universal beauty, to which every part and 
particle is equally related, the eternal ONE. And this deep 
power in which we exist and whose beatitude is all 
accessible to us, is not only self-sufficing and perfect in 
every hour, but the act of seeing and the thing seen, the 
seer and the spectacle, the subject and the object, are 
one. We see the world piece by piece, as the sun, the 
moon, the animal, the tree; but the whole, of which these 
are shining parts, is the soul.
• Emerson, “The Over-Soul” (1841)

Emerson: The Unity of Multiplicity

• Herein is especially apprehended the unity of 
Nature, -- the unity in variety, -- which meets us 
everywhere… A leaf, a drop, a crystal, a moment of 
time is related to the whole, and partakes of the 
perfection of the whole. Each particle is a 
microcosm, and faithfully renders the likeness of the 
world.
• Emerson, Nature (1836)
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Emerson: The Unity of Multiplicity

• Each creature is only a modification of the 
other; the likeness in them is more than the 
difference, and their radical law is one and the 
same. A rule of one art, or a law of one 
organization, holds true throughout nature. So 
intimate is this Unity, that, it is easily seen, it 
lies under the undermost garment of nature, 
and betrays its source in Universal Spirit. For, it 
pervades Thought also. Every universal truth 
which we express in words, implies or 
supposes every other truth.
• Emerson, Nature (1836)

Whitehead: The One AND the Many

• The term many presupposes the term one, and the 
term one presupposes the term many.
• Thus the universe is to be conceived as attaining the 

active self-expression of its own variety of opposites 
of its own freedom and its own necessity, of its own 
multiplicity and its own unity, of its own 
imperfection and its own perfection. All the 
opposites are elements in the nature of things, and 
are incorrigibly there. The concept of God is the 
way in which we understand this incredible fact that 
what cannot be, yet is.
• Whitehead, Process and Reality (1929)
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The One and the Many?
Which America?

Nancy Pelosi, October 8, 2019
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/10819-0
• For a while, the President has tried to normalize lawlessness. Now, he is trying 

to make lawlessness a virtue. The American people have already heard the 
President’s own words – ‘do us a favor, though.’ The President’s actions 
threaten our national security, violate our Constitution and undermine the 
integrity of our elections. The White House letter is only the latest attempt to 
cover up his betrayal of our democracy, and to insist that the President is 
above the law.

• “This letter is manifestly wrong, and is simply another unlawful attempt to hide 
the facts of the Trump Administration’s brazen efforts to pressure foreign 
powers to intervene in the 2020 elections. Despite the White House’s 
stonewalling, we see a growing body of evidence that shows that President 
Trump abused his office and violated his oath to ‘protect, preserve and defend 
the Constitution.’

• “The White House should be warned that continued efforts to hide the truth of 
the President’s abuse of power from the American people will be regarded as 
further evidence of obstruction.

• “Mr. President, you are not above the law. You will be held accountable.

https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/10819-0
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https://www.cnn.com/politics/live-news/impeachment-inquiry-10-09-2019/index.html

https://www.cnn.com/politics/live-news/impeachment-inquiry-10-09-2019/index.html
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Republican Response
https://www.gop.com/rnc-launches-stopthemadnessgop/

"Democrats promised to reach across the aisle and work with President Trump 
and Republicans to serve the American people, but instead are now pushing their 
hyper-partisan impeachment agenda. Enough is enough; Americans are sick and 
tired of these witch hunts. We are going to hold Democrats accountable for their 
ridiculous charade and remind voters that their Democrat representative turned 
their back on them."
– RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel

Donald Trump
The America We Deserve (2000)
• We don’t have kings and queens.  

Instead our royalty is made up of people 
who work hard, play hard, and make 
their way to the top.  We treat our 
achievers like Greek gods.  In know this 
all too well.  I’m a real estate guy—a 
successful one—and as a result of my 
success I’ve got people following my 
every move.

https://www.gop.com/rnc-launches-stopthemadnessgop/
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America is Spiritually Bankrupt
Cornel West, Jan. 14, 2018
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-
bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together

• We live in one of the darkest moments in American 
history – a bleak time of spiritual blackout and 
imperial meltdown
• The nihilism in black America has become a massive 

spiritual blackout in America. The undeniable collapse 
of integrity, honesty and decency in our public and 
private life has fueled even more racial hatred and 
contempt.

America is Spiritually Bankrupt
Cornel West, Jan. 14, 2018
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together

• First, we normalize mendacity and naturalize 
criminality. We make our lies look like the normal 
order of things. And we make our crimes look like the 
natural order of things.
• Second, we encourage callousness and reward 

indifference. We make mean-spiritedness look manly 
and mature. And we make cold-heartedness look 
triumphant and victorious.
• Third, we trump the moral and spiritual dimensions of 

our lives and world by applauding our short-term 
gains and superficial successes

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together
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America is Spiritually Bankrupt
Cornel West, Jan. 14, 2018
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-
bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together

• The pervasive violence in our domestic lives and 
military policies abroad are inseparable from the 
profit-driven marketization of our spiritually 
impoverished capitalist civilization. And our 
civilization rests upon an American empire in 
decline and decay.
• Imperial meltdown is at the center of our 

catastrophic times. Our ecological catastrophe is 
real.

America is Spiritually Bankrupt
Cornel West, Jan. 14, 2018
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-
bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together

• The political triumph of Donald Trump is a symbol and 
symptom – not cause or origin – of our imperial 
meltdown. Trump is neither alien nor extraneous to 
American culture and history. In fact, he is as American as 
apple pie.
• He is a sign of our spiritual bankruptcy – all spectacle and 

no substance, all narcissism and no empathy, all appetite 
and greed and no wisdom and maturity.
• The painful truth is there is no Donald Trump without 

Barack Obama, no neofascist stirrings without neoliberal 
policies – all within the imperial zone. Obama was the 
brilliant black smiling face of the American empire. Trump 
is the know-nothing white cruel face of the American 
empire.

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/14/america-is-spiritually-bankrupt-we-must-fight-back-together
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Victor Hanson: The Case for Trump
• Trump challenged more than the assumptions of the 

political establishment.  His method of campaigning and 
governing, indeed his very manner of speech and 
appearance, was an affront to the Washington political 
classes and media—and to the norms of political 
discourse and behavior.  His supporters saw the 
hysterical outrage that Trump instilled instead as a 
catharsis.  His uncouthness, eve if it was at times 
antithetical to their own code of conduct, was greeted 
by them as a long-needed comeuppance to the 
doublespeak and hedging that characterized modern 
politics.  Trump became the old silent majority’s 
pushback to the new, loud progressive minority’s 
orthodoxy.  His voters quite liked the idea that others 
loathed him.

Discussion: Which America is the Real 
America? Is there unity in our division? 
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It depends who is asking!

•A man’s vision is the great fact about 
him… A philosophy is the expression of 
man’s intimate character, and all 
definition of the universe are but the 
deliberately adopted reactions of human 
characters upon it.
• William James, A Pluralistic Universe (1909) William James 

1842-1910

And maybe our differences are not as deep as 
we imagine…
•Different men find their minds more at 

home in very different fragments of the 
world.

• This arouses antipathies and partialities.

• BUT: “no one of them is the wholly perverse 
demon which another often imagines him to be.”
• William James, A Pluralistic Universe (1909)

William James 
1842-1910



10/9/19

26

There is wisdom in returning to the ordinary

• The nonchalance of boys who 
are sure of a dinner, and would 
disdain as much as a lord to do 
or say aught to conciliate one, 
is the healthy attitude of 
human nature…. 
• Emerson, “Self-Reliance”


